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Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

Health  Department, 

Rawtenstall, 

To  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Rawtenstall. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  9,528  acres,  and  the  popu¬ 
lation  I  estimated  to  be  31,350  in  June,  1904  (the  census 
of  1901  giving  31,052). 

The  bulk  of  the  population  is,  distributed  along  the 
banks,  of  the  Irwell  and  its  tributaries,  the  Lummy,  the 
White  well,  and  Cowpe  Brocks.. 
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Thus  there  are  four  valleys,  the  main,  one,  running  from 
east  to  west,  extends  from  Waterfoot  to»  Rawtenstall,  and 
three  branches-.  The'  first,  branch  runs  north  from,  Rawten¬ 
stall  to  Crawshawbooth  and  Loved ough, ;  the  second  north 
from  Waterfoot  to  Lumb  and  Water;  the  third,  only  one 
side  of  which  is  in  the  Borough,  runs  in  a  south-easterly 
direction  from  Waterfoot  to«  Cowpe.  The  Lummy  drains 
the  Crawshawbooth  Valley;  the  Whitewell  the  Lumb 
Valley,  and  Cowpe  Brook  the  east  end  of  Cowpe  Lowe  and 
the  west  end  of  Rooley  Moor.  The  hills  surrounding 
these  valleys  vary  in  height  from  800  to  1,500  feet  above 
sea  level. 

The  ground  water  is  always  at  a,  high  level,  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  clay  near  the  surface  almost  all  over  the 
Borough,  On  the  highest  land  this  layer  of  clay  is  over-laid 
by  peat  to  the  depth  of  several  feet.  This  layer  of  peat 
acting  a,s  a  sponge,  always,  holds  a,  large  quantity  of  water, 
and  together  with  the  high  average  rainfall,  causes,  our  at¬ 
mosphere  to  have  a  high  percentage  of  contained  moisture. 

The  narrowness  of  the  valleys  is  not  an  altogether  un¬ 
mixed  blessing,  for  although  it  has  prevented  over-crowding 
of  houses  and  diseases,  such  as  summer  or  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  consequent  on  over-crowding,  it  has  rendered 
sanitary  work,  such  as  scavenging  and  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works  a,  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  and 
expense. 

The  number  of  back  to  back  houses  is  decreasing,  al¬ 
though  slowly. 

The  cotton  trade  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  was 
bad,  and  had  its  effect  on  allied  trades,  but  fortunately  the 
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end  of  the  year  saw  a  great  improvement  both  in  cotton, 
woollen,  and  the  slipper  trades. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

THE  M£) R T A L IT Y . — During  the  year  1904  ithfere 
were  556  deaths,  as  compared  with  549  in  1903,  518  in  1902, 
587  in  1901,  and  582  in  1900.  Eighty-seven  deaths  took 
place  in  the  Workhouse,  and  of  these  67  had  been  non¬ 
residents  in  the:  Borough;  four1  deaths  belonging  toi  the 
district  took  place  in  puolic  institutions  elsewhere,  and  this 
leaves  us  with  493  deaths  of  people  belonging  to  the 
Borough.  These  figures-  show  an  increase  over1  those  of  the 
last  two  years,  and  the  increase  is  due;  to-  the  measles- 
epidemic  during  the  first  three  months-  of  the  year,  and  the 
greater  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one!  year  of  age. 
The  death  rate  for  1904  is  15.72  per  thousand  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  estimated  at  31,350  at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

The  average  death  rate  for  the  ten  years.  1894  to  1903 
inclusive,  was  16.57.  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales-  for 
1903  was  15.4,  Urban  15.4,  Rural  14.8.  Death,  rate  for 
the  Administrative  County  of  Lancaster  for  1903  was  15.22, 
Urban  15.44,  Rural  13.69. 

BIRTH  RATE. — -The  births  number  710  (350  males 
and  360  females),  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  22.64  per1  thousand 
of  the  population,  compared  with  21.95  in  1903,  and  22.55 
in  1902.  This  is  the  first  time  for  seven  years,  that  a  de¬ 
crease  in.  the  birth  rate  has  not  to  be  recorded,  and  even  so 
the  rate  is  2.5  per  thousand  below  the  average  for  the  last 
ten  years. 

Illegitimate  births  number  35,  and  of  these  11  took 
place  in  the  Workhouse.  The  number  of  deaths  of 


4 


illegitimate  children  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  was 
eight,  or  nearly  23  per  cent. ;  this  compares  very  un- 
favourably  with,  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  one  year 
to  the  total  births,  which  stands  at  14.36  for  the  Borough. 

The  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  during  1903  (the 
latest  available)  was  28.4,  and  of  the  Administrative  County 
for  the  same  year  26.77,  Urban  Districts  27.04,  Rural 
24.96. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  Borough  (the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths)  during  this  year  was  217. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — The  total  number  of  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  102,  giving  an  in¬ 
fantile  mortality  of  143.6  per  thousand  births,,  as  compared 
with  126.6  in  1903,  137.9  in  1902,  146.37  in  1901,  153  in 
1900.  The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  was  149.73. 
The  infantile  death  rate  for  the  County  in  1903,  was  140 
per  thousand  births. 

Although  the  number  of  births  has  increased  by  23, 
the  gain  is  almost  neutralised  by  the  increase  (15)  in  the 
number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  it  is  necessary 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  facts  that  this,  age-period  con¬ 
tributes  over  one-fifth,  of  the  total  deaths,. 

Examination,  of  the  subjoined  table  shows  that,  the  in¬ 
crease  is  due  to  three  causes,  i.e. : — ■ 

1.  — Premature  birth  and  debility  from  birth. 

2.  — Respiratory  Diseases,  and 

3.  — Measles. 

All  three  are  to  a  large  extent  preventible. 
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A  certain  number,  probably  one  half  of  prematurely 
born  children  die  from  improper  feeding ;  the  mother  re¬ 
sumes,  work  at  a  mill  too  soon  after  the  birth  of  the  child ; 
breast  feeding  is.  only  available  at  long  intervals,  or  is  dis¬ 
continued  altogether,  and  a,  course  of  experimental  feeding 
substituted,  with  the  result  that  the*  stomach  of  the,  infant 
is,  unable  to  assimilate  anything,  and  the  child  dies  of  star¬ 
vation. 

The  second  group,  respiratory  diseases,  are  also  due  in 
part  to  the  factory  system,  as  the  children  are  taken  out  to 
nurse  in  the  earlv  morning  in  all  weathers,  and  carried  home 
again  at  night. 

Measles,  the  third  group,  I  have  mentioned  a,s,  helping 
to'  cause  the  increased  death  rate,  is  a  factor  not  present 
every  year ;  but  it  is  representative  of  the  class  of  infectious 
diseases  which  parents  are  apt  to>  regard  too  lightly,  as  be- 
.  ing  one  of  those  illnesses  which  a  child  must  have,  and 
therefore  the  sooner  it  has  it  the  better.  This  is  not.  so>, 
since  every  year  of  escape  from  infection  leaves  a  child  less 
and  less  susceptible',  until  finally  it  becomes  almost  immune, 
and  secondly,  if  he  or  she  should  be,  attacked,  every  year 
that  the  attack  is  delayed  reduces  the  danger  to  life:  and 
the  risk  of  complications.  There  is  therefore  a  double  gain 
in  shielding  a  child  from,  infection  during  the  first  few  years 
of  life.  I  venture  tO'  ask  your  consideration  of  the  following 
suggestions,  as  a  means  of  lessening  infant  mortality,  viz. :  — 

(a)  That  a  nurse  who<  has  had  special  training  in  the 
management  and  feeding  of  infants,  be  appointed  to 
visit  and  instruct  the  mother  in  the  proper  method 
of  preparing  food  and  caring  for  delicate  children, 
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and  to  continue  to<  do*  so-  until  the  mother  thoroughly 
understands  what  is  required. 

(b)  That  a  depot  be  established  for  the  preparation  and 

sale  of  sterilised  and  humanised  milk. 

(c)  That  printed  instructions  oe  issued  to  parents  gener¬ 

ally,  dealing  with  the  feeding  and  clothing  of  infants, 


and  warning 

them, 

of  the 

fatal 

effect  on 

young 

children,  of  the  mildest  of  infectious  diseases. 

The  following 

table  gives  the 

chief 

causes  of 

deaths 

amongst  infants  for 

the  last 

five  years: — < 

1900. 

1901. 

1902.  1903. 

1904. 

Premature  Birth  and 

Debility  from  Birth  21 

27  . 

.  14 

...  10 

...  23 

Enteritis  . 

12  ... 

11  . 

,  12 

8 

...  4 

Diarrhoea  . 

6  ... 

9  . 

.  a 

...  0 

...  2 

Bronchitis  . . . 

11  ... 

11  . 

.  16 

...  12 

...  9 

Pnuemonia  and 

B  ronchopneu  m  oni  a 

14  ... 

9  . 

.  li 

8 

...  10 

Whooping  Cough.. 

10  ... 

1  . 

.;  4 

...  9 

...  5 

Measles  . . 

1  ... 

0 

J  0 

6 

...  10 

Tuberculosis.  . 

1  ... 

2  . 

.  1 

....  3 

...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

0  ... 

0  . 

.  0 

0 

...  0 

Other  Causes  . 

36  ... 

36  . 

.  36 

...  31 

...  38 

112  ... 

106  . 

.  97 

...  87 

...102 

The  total  number  of  deaths  under  5  years  of  age  was  167 
as  compared  with  144  in  1903,  126  in  1902,  154  in  1901, 
180  in  1900.  This  give<s  an  annual  mortality  of  5.3  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  against  4.6  in  1903,  4.0  in  1902, 
4.95  in  1901,  5.85  in  1900. 
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The  deaths  due  to  the  seven  principal  ZYMOTIC 
DISEASES  number  58,  as  compared  with  48  in  1903, 
20  in  1902,  33  in  1901,  70  in  1900. 

The  total  zymotic  death  rate  was  1.8,  as  compared 
with  1.46  in  1903,  .61  in  1902,  .99  in  1901,  2.27  in  1900. 
Excluding  diarrhoea,,  the  zymotic  rate  was  1.7.  The 
zymotic  death  rate  for  the  County  of  Lancaster  in  1903, 
was  1.62  per  thousand. 

Small-pox.—  No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 

Sca?'let  Fever.  —  One  hundred  and  thirty  nine  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  as  compared  with,  59  in  1903, 
60  in  1902,  165  in  1901,  290  in  1900. 


The  distribution  as  to>  months  was  as  follows :  — 


January  ... 
F ebruary  . 

March  _ 

April  . 

May  . 

Tune  . 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 


0 

5 

10 

13 
2 
8 

14 
16 

15 
18 
20 
18 


The  age 

distribution 

was  as  follows: 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

Under  1 

under  5 

under 

under 

under 

15. 

25. 

65. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1  0 

24  26 

27  42 

3  6 

6  4 
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There  were  3  deaths  due  to>  Scarlet  Fever  (2  at  the  age 
of  2  years  and  one  at  the  age  of  3  years)  against  1  in  1903, 
i  in  1902,  6  in  1901,  and  19  in  1900.  This  gives  a  case 
mortality  of  2.1  per  cent. 


There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  although 
the  bulk  of  the  cases  oecured  in  Crawshawbooth,  and  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  close  the  Goodshaw  Council  School  In¬ 
fants  Department  for  three  weeks  at  the  end  of  November, 
at  the  same  time  the  whole1  school  was  disinfected,  and  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  followed.  The  cases  were 
of  a  mild  type  and  the  three  deaths  below  the  age  of  4  years 
points  out  the  danger  in  exposing  children  below  that  age  to 
the  risk  of  a  mild  attack,  as  there  were  no  deaths  above  the 
age  of  4  years  in  over  100  cases. 


Diphtheria  — There  were  8  cases  of  diphtheria  as  com¬ 
pared  with  18  in  1903,  14  in  1902,  12  in  1901. 


The  age  distribution  was, 


1  and  5  and  15  and 

Under  1.  under  5.  under  under 

15.  25. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

1  0  3  0  2  1  0  0 


25  and 
under 
65. 

M.  F. 
0  1 


The  number  of  cases;  of  Membranous  Croup  was  6 
against  2  in  1903,  2  in  1902,  2  in  1901,  and  as  3  of  the  six 
ended  fatally,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  were  diph¬ 
theritic.  There  were  2  deaths  due  to  diphtheria ;  and  taking 
the  two-  diseases  together  we  get  5  deaths  in  14  cases  which 
gives  a  case  mortality  of  35.7  per  cent. 

Jyphoid  Pever. — There  were  15  cases  reported  during 
1904,  against  18  in  1903,  38  in  1902,  16  in  1901. 

Of  seven  cases  in  which  Widal’s  test  was  used,  the  re¬ 
action  was  given  in  four  only. 
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The  month,  distribution  of  Typhoid  was  as  follows : — 

(  No.  of  Cases. 


January  . , .  1 

February  .  2 

M'arch . \  0 

April  . .  1 

May  .  ',0 

June  .  0 

July  .  o 

August;  .  1 

September  .  1 

October  . .  1 

N  ovemiber  .  4 

December  .  4 


The  15  cases  yielded  three  deaths,  a  case  mortality 
of  20  per  cent.  One  of  the  cases  was  contracted  away  from 
the  Borough ;  five  were  due  to  contaminated  water,  and  in 
four  cases-  defective  drainage  was  found ;  in  two  cases  I  was 
unable  to  find  any  source  of  infection.  The  cases  were  dis¬ 
tributed  over  the  whole  Borough,  and  did  not  seem,  to  be 
in  anv  wav  connected. 

As  regards  the  cause  of  Typhoid  Fever  generally  in 
this  Borough,  I  think  that  the  number  of  private  water 
supplies  constitute  a  constant  source  of  danger ;  in  many 
cases  the  water  is  obtained  from  a,  shallow  well,  an  open 
stream,,  and  even  from  the1  overflow  of  ai  drinking  trough 
for  cattle ;  it  is  conveyed  in  stone  drains  through  cultivated 
land,  often  the  coverings  of  storage  cisterns  are  below  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  land,  and  so  insecurely  fixed  that 
surface  water  is  admitted  after  every  moderately  heavy  fall 
of  rain.  Again,  ashpit  or  closet  refuse  of  most  farms  is 
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emptied  on  the  land,  and  in  this,  connection  I  strongly  ad¬ 
vise  the  construction  of  small  septic  tanks,  and  water  car¬ 
riage  to  them  for  all  farms  and  isolated  blocks  of  houses, 
which  from  their  position  are  not  likely  to  be  connected 
with  the  main  sewers  for  many  years  to  come,  if  ever. 

Measles. — There  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  in 
January,  February,  and  March,  and  the  early  part  of  April; 
the  epidemic  commenced  at  the  W’aterfoot  end  of  die 
Boroup-h,  and  spread  through  Rawtenstall  and  C’rawshaw- 
booth  to  Loveclough.  All  the  schools  in  the  Borough, 
with  the  exception  of  that  at  Loveclough,  were  closed  for 
varying  periods  during  the  epidemic. 

Thirty-seven,  deaths  were  the  result  of  this  outbreak  ; 
34  of  them,  of  children,  under  the  age  of  five:  years.  Here 
again  the  danger  of  exposing  young  children  to*  the,  risk  of 
infection  is  clearly  shown ;  in  many  cases  no  attempt  was 
made  by  parents  to  prevent  children  contracting  the 
disease. 

Whooping  Cough.  —  Whooping  Cough  was  responsible 
for  seven  deaths,,  against  11  in  1903,  6  in  1902,  2  in,  1901. 
Again,  it  was  the  very  young  who*  were:  the  chief  sufferers, 
five  of  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  one  year  old. 

Diairhoea. —  There  were  three  deaths  from,  diarrhoea  in 
1904,  against  3  in  1903,  5  in,  1902,  16  in  1901.  Two*  of 
the  cares  were  under  one  year  of  age,  and  one  ever  65  years 
of  a  in.  The  diarrhoieal  death  rate  was  .095  per  thousand, 
against  .096  in  1903,  .16  in  1902.  Owing  to'  the  presence 
of  clav  near  the  surface,  almost  over  the  whole  area,  of  the 
Bor  on  all,-  the  subsoil  does  not  easily  develop  those  condi¬ 
tions  necessary  for  the  growth  of  the  epidemic  diarrhoea 


bacillus,  and  although  the  summer  was  warm  and  the  rain¬ 
fall  below  the  average,  there  were  very  few  cases  of  enidemic 
diarrhoea. 

Epidemic  Influenza. —  There  have  been  very  few  cases 
of  this  disease,  and  only  three  deaths,  against!  6  in  1903, 
6  in  1902,  10  in  1901. 


Erysipelas.—  Thirty-two  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  re¬ 
ported,  against.  27  in  1903,  25  in  1902,  One  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  conjunction  with  Scarlet  Fever.  There  were 
no  deaths. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. --Excluding  Phthisis,  these 
diseases  have  caused  93  deaths,  16  being  of  outsiders  in  the 
Workhouse.  This  number  compares  favourably  with  pre1- 
ceding  years,  as  there  were  80  deaths  in  1903,  108  in  1902, 
126  in  1901.  The1  annual  death-  rate  for  1904  was  2.4, 
against  2.2  in  1903,  3.17  in  1902.  The:  death  rate  for  the 
County  was  2.6Cn  1903.  Forty  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  heaviest  death  rate  from.  Respiratory  diseases, 
coincided  with  the  Measles  epidemic  in  January,  February, 
March,  and  April.  The  rate  was  also  heavy  in  November 
and  December. 


The  monthly  death 
as  follows: — < 

Jan. 
3 
7 


Ojnder_o 
1  £Over  o... 
Under  5 
1 '  ^  w  L  Over  5... 
„  7  Under  5 
Over  5... 
Under  5 
'1*'  <  Over  5... 


5 

7 

4 

7 

0 

10 


rate,  from  Respiratory  diseases  is 

Feb.  Mar.  April  May  Tune 
3  2  5  1  2 

8  6  6  5  4 

2  6  2  1  4 

7  5  8  8  5 

1  4>  5  2  1 

12  7  9  5  6 

3  3  6  4  0 

10  16  12  9  5 
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$ 

,<*1 

/^3i( 


{Under  5 
-Over  5... 
Under  5 
Over  5... 
Under  5 
lOver  5... 
"Under  5 
/  ft!  I  Over  5... 


July  August  Sept.  Oct! 
110  1 
5  0  3  5 

0  10  6 

3  4  6  4 

2  3  3  3 

5  8  5  5 

2  4  0  5 

5  4  17 


N  ov. 

3 
8 
5 

4 
7 
4 
1 
2 


Dec. 

9 

5 

5 

9 

4 
3 

5 


Phthisis. — The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  during 
the  vear  was  23,  as  compared  with  30  in  1903,  19  in  1902, 
25  in  1901.  Three  of  these  took  place  in  the  Workhouse. 
The  annual  death  rate  was  .73  per  thousand,  against  .96 
in  1903,  .61  in  1902. 


The  deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases  amounted 
to  13,  as  compared  with  17  in  1903,  and  14  in  1902. 

Thus  the  total  was  36  deaths  due  to  tubercular 
diseases,  or  a  death,  rate  of  1.14  per  thousand,  against  1.5 
in  1903.  1.06  in  1902.  The  County  death  rate  from 

Phthisis  and  other  tubercular  diseases  for  1903,  was  1.38 
per  thousand. 

As  it  is  now  agreed  that  Tuberculosis  can  be  trans¬ 
mitted  from  animals  to>  man,  and  therefore  by  means  of 
diseased  milk,  the  specific  baccilli  may  infect  the  healthy; 
the  establishment  of  a  depot  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  and 
humanised  milk  is  desirable  in  this  locality,  where  the  pre- 
valence  of  respiratory  diseases  is  a  strong  predisposing 
cause  of  Phthisis. — {See  par.  b .,  page  6.) 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION.— The 
number  of  cases;  of  Infectious  disease  notified  during  1904 
was  202v  as  compared  with  173  in  1903,  145  in  1902,  227 
in  1901. 


*3 


The  number  of  infectious  diseases  per  thousand  of  the 
population  was  6.4 ;  this  does  not  include  Measles,  which 
was  the  most  prevalent  disease'.  The  following  is;  a  list  of 
Schools  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  Measles : — 

Water  Council  School,  from  February  8th  to-  15th, 
both  departments. 

Lumb  National  School,  from  February  8th  to  15th, 
both  departments. 

Rawtenstall  Council  School,  from  February  8th  to  15th, 
Infants’  department. 

C raw sha w booth  Wesleyan  School,  from.  February  9th 
to  29itfc  both  departments. 

St.  Tames’  Roman  Catholic  School,  from  February  10th 
to  29th,  Infants’  department. 

Sc  Tames’  Roman  Catholic  School,  from  February  15th 
to  March  7th,  Mixed  department. 

Water  Council  School,  from  February  15th  to  22nd, 
Mixed  department. 

Water  Council  School,  from  February  22nd  to  29th, 
both  departments. 

St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  School,  from  February 
22nd  to  March  14th,  both,  departments. 

St.  Paul’s  School,  Constablelee,  from  February  22nd 
ten  March  14th,  both  departments. 

Rawtenstall  National  School,  from  February  22nd  to 
March  14th,  Infants’  department. 


14 


Tcwnsendfold  Council  School,  from  February  22nd 
to  March  14th,  both  departments. 

St.  James’  Roman  Catholic  School,  from  February 
29th.  to  March  7th,  Infants’  department. 

Crawshawbooth  Wesleyan  School,  from  February  29th 
to  March  7th,  both  departments. 

Crawshawbooth  National  School,  from  February  29th 
to  March  2 1st, "both  departments. 

Goodshaw  Council  School,  from  March  8th  to  28th, 
both  departments. 

Crawshawbooth  National  School,  from  March  21st  to 
April  5th,  both  departments. 

Closed  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever 

Goodshaw  Council  School,  from  November  21st  to 
December  12th. 

DISINFECTION  AND  ISOLATION. — All  bedding 
and  clothing  is  disinfected  by  the  steam  steriliser  ;  during 
the  year  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  for  the  disinfection  of 
rooms  has  been  discontinued,  and  disinfection  by  Formalin 
vapour  substituted. 

The  schools  disinfected  during  the  year  on  account 
of  Measles,  and  in  one  case  Scarlet  Fever,  were  sprayed 
with  a.  solution  of  Formalin. 

Isolation  is  only  possible  for  Smallpox;  the  hospital 
for  which  is  situated  at  Ridge,  Hareholme. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Most  of  the  houses  are  supplied 
by  the  waterworks  of  Bury  and  District  Joint  Board,  the 
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supply  during  the  year  1904  was  not  so<  plentiful  or  so  good 
as  usual ;  owing  to  the  dry  summer  the  reservoirs,  were  al¬ 
most  emptied,  and  as  the  water  was  not  filtered,  the  supply 
was  muddy  for  several  weeks  in  the  autumn.  Many  of  the 
houses  and  farms  at  Water,  Lumb,  Cowpe,  Crawshaw- 
booth.  and  Newhallhey,  are  supplied  by  wells  and  small  pri¬ 
vate  reservoirs,  and  in  some  cases  are  liable  to  contamina¬ 
tion.  I  have  visited  several  during  the  year,  and  steps  are 
beany  taken  to  render  them  safe  and  fit  for  domestic  use. 

MILK  SUPPLY.- — -Very  few  of  the  byres  themselves 
are  large  enough  to  give  the  required  air-space  per  cow,  un¬ 
less  the  barn  into  which  they  all  open  is  measured  in  as 
well.  Even  then,  the  barn  is  most  full  of  hay  when  the 
cattle  are  brought  in  for  the  winter.  The  animals  themselves 
are  kept  in  a  healthy  and  fairly  clean  state.  The  walls  for 
the  most  part  are  clean. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES,— .These  are  kept  in 
a  fairly  clean  state,  and  during  the  Rawtenstall  and  New- 
church  4' airs  were  under  special  supervision. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-four  workshops  were  visited  during  the  year, 
and  generally  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

In  all,  the  air-space,  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
and  heating  were  good ;  lighting  and  ventilation  is  not  al¬ 
ways  satisfactory,  and  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  one 
or  two  cases  where  outworkers  were  employed,  in  getting 
the  proper  returns  of  outworkers.  In  several  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  order  cleaning  and  limewashing;  all  sugges¬ 
tions  were  readily  carried  out  by  the  occupiers. 


The  chief  trades  visited  were:- — 


Workshops. 


Dressmakers  and  Milliners . .  46 

Tailors  . 14 

Boot,  Shoe,  and  Clog  Makers  .  49 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  .  24 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers  .  4 

Cabinet  Makers  . .  5 

Other  Trades  .  12 


There  are  two  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Borough, 
both,  of  which  were  certified  by  the  Council  as  being  p rom¬ 
per!  y  ventilated  and  constructed,  and  fit  toi  be.  used  as  bake¬ 
houses  during  the  year  1904. 

SCAVENGING,  &c. —  The  Scavenging  is  done  in  an 
efficient  manner.  During  the  year  30  closets  were  con 
verted  to  the  water  carriage  system,  and  a  number  of 
large  ashpits  have  been  done  away  with  and  covered  bins 
substituted. 


NOTEWORTHY  FEATURES  IN  THIS  YEAR’S 
REPORT. — The  rise  in  the  birth  rate  after  a  steady  fall 
for  seven  years ;  the  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and  its  influence  on  the  respiratory  death 
rate  ;  the  recommendations  in  regard  to  infants  and  as  to 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Phthisis.  ( pp.  6  and  i?, .) 

This  Report,  except)  as  regards  statistics,  is  for  the  ten 
months  from  1st  March  to<  31st  December,  1904,  as  my 
election,  only  dates  from  March.  I  desire  to  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  Councillor  Comps  ton,  the  Chairman  of 
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the  Health  Committee,  for  his  assistance  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year;  to  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Borough  Engineer,  for  his 
help  and  co-operation  in  the  matter  of  private  water  sup¬ 
plies  ;  and  to-  Mr.  Rawling,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
help  in  connection  with  the  workshops  and  infectious 
diseases. 

I  append  the  Local  Government  Board  tables,  I., 
III.,  and  IV., 


And  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  HELM,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.C. 


TABLE  1.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous 


*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres,  9,528.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  31,053.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  6,875. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  in  whole  District 

A  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under  i  Year 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  aud  under  25 

VO 

VO 

l* 

<u 

'V 

c 

3 

nd 

c 

ci 

VO 

cs 

65  and  upwards 

i 

Measles  . 

37 

10 

24 

2 

I 

•  0  « 

Scarlet  Fever . 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough... . 

7 

5 

2 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

• .  • 

»  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  Membra¬ 
nous  Croup . . 

5 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

Enteric  Fever . 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

*  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

3 

... 

•  •  . 

1 

I 

1 

Diarrhoea . 

3 

2 

r  •  • 

... 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Enteritis . 

7 

4 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

Other  Septic  Diseases... 

6 

... 

•  .  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

Phthisis  . 

2  3 

... 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

3 

16 

4 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases  . 

13 

1 

7 

1 

3 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease . 

31 

*9 

1 2 

Bronchitis  . 

38 

9 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

9 

15 

Pneumonia . 

35 

8 

8 

2 

2 

12 

3 

Pleurisy  . 

1 

« •  • 

•  •  • 

*  *  • 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  Organs . 

3 

2 

I 

Alcoholism  ^ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  J  . 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

Venereal  diseases . . 

Premature  Birth . 

23 

23 

Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Parturition . 

2 

2 

Heart  Diseases . . 

70 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

55 

3i 

Accidents . 

7 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Suicides  . 

5 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

3 

1 

Old  Age  . 

20 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

20 

All  other  Causes . 

140 

37 

10 

3 

3 

57 

30 

All  Causes . 

489 

102 

65 

16 

16 

169 

121 

I 

I 

•  •  • 
I 

15 

3 

4 
8 

12 


19 

3 

5 

14 


87 


Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  Homework. 
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3.— OTHER  MATTERS 


CLASS. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  133) . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spectors  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  In 
spectors  . 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101):— 

In  use  during  1903  . . 

in  1903... 


Certificates  granted  < 

{  in  1904. 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 . 


NUMBER. 


32 

1 

1 


2 

2 


Homework 

List  of  Outworkers*  (S.  107)  : — 
Lists  received  . 


( forwarded  to  other 

Addresses  of  Out  Workers  J  Authorities  . 

1  received  from  other 
{  Authorities  . 


Homework  in  univholesome  or  infected  premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  (S.  108) . . . 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  home¬ 
workers’  premises . 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected 
premises  (S.  110) . . . 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904, 
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Boot,  Shoe  and  Clog  Workshops. 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers . . 

Bakers  and  Confectioners . 

Tailors . . . 

Saddlers  and  Harness  Makers. . 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register. 


Number  of 


Lists. 


Out¬ 
workers. 


220 


None 

None 


Wearing 
Apparel  ; 

Other. 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

49 

46 

24 

14 

4 
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BOROUGH  OF 


RAWTEJiSTALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Inspector  of  Nuisances 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1904. 


To  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Rawtenstall. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  yon  my  18th  Annual 
Report  of  Work  done  in  the  Health  Department  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1904. 

The  work  carried  out  is  as  follows,  viz. :  — i 

Nuisances  reported  to  the  Health  Committee 


(representing  376  houses  and  premises)  .  144 

Notices  by  letter  to  owners,  calling  attention  to 

tihe  nuisances:  . . .. .  14 

1st  Notices  served  to<  abate  nuisances  .  67 

2nd  Notices  served  to  abate  nuisances  .  77 

Final  Notices  served  to  abate  nuisances  .  3 

- 161 

Notices  to-  lodging-house  keepers  to;  report  lodgers  5 


5 
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Work  carried  out  in  compliance  with  Notices  served, 
and  at  owners’  cost :  - — 


New  fresh  water  closets  erected  in  lieu  of  di¬ 
lapidated  pail  closets  .  3 

New  slop  water  closets  erected  in  lieu  of  pail 

closets  . 2 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system...  12 

New  pail  closets  erected  . 3 

Midden  closets  converted  to  pail  system  .  2 

Midden  closets  converted  to  waste  water  system...  13 

Closets  provided  with  new  pails  .  8 

Dilapidated  closets  repaired  .  8 

Dirty  closets  cleaned,  etc .  4 
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Dirty  passages  cleaned  . 4 

Dirty  vardsi  cleaned . .  3 

Cesspools  cleaned  out .  4 

Delapidated  yards  repaired  and  flagged  .  2 

;  -  13 


New  ash, bins  provided  .  48 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  etc . . .  12 

Ash  tubs  provided  .  12 

— —  72 

New  house  and  yard  drains  laid  and  connected 

to  sewer  . .  . 4  47 

Drains  repaired,  trapped,  and  cleaned  .  17 

- - 64 


SlopstGine  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  .  4 

Slopstone  pipes  trapped  .  7 

- 11 

Gullv  traps  cleaned  out,  .  4 

Cellar  floors  repaired  . 2 

Down  troughs,  cleaned  out  and  repaired  .  5 

- 11 

Dirtv  houses  cleaned  and  limewashed .  3 

Houses  closed  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  1 

-  4 
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Middens  of  manure  removed  .  1 

- 1 

Samples  of  water  taken  to  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  for  analysis  .  3 

- 3 

Legal  proceedings  taken  .  5 


One  case  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  was 
the  case  of  Joseph  Dust,  of  4,  John  Street,  Barley  Holme, 
Crawshawbooth,  for  allowing  his  daughter,  Florence,  to  be 
exposed  in  the  public  street  at  Crawshawbooth,  on  the  16th, 
18th,  and  19th  of  July,  whilst  suffering  from,  an  Infectious 
Disease  (to  wit)  Scarlet  Fever.  The  case  was  heard  bet- 
fore  the  Justices  at  Rawtenstall,  on  the  15th  September, 
and  Joseph,  Dust  was  fined  10s.  and  costs. 

The  other  cases  were  those  of  Messrs,  J.  Crossley  and 
Edward  Rushton,  for  failing  to  abate  nuisances  on  their 
property  at  Loved ough,  but  as  both  parties  had  signed 
orders  for  the  Corporation  to  do1  the  work  and  they  would 
pay  the  costs,  the  cases  were  adjourned  for  one  month,  and 
eventually  withdrawn. 

In  the  case  of  Richard  Ormerod,  of  Water,  the  case 
was  adiourned  for  one  month,  he  promising  toi  provide  ash- 
bins  to  his  property,  which  he  afterwards  obtained,  and  the 
case  was  withdrawn. 

The  last  case  was  the  case  of  Thomas  Spencer,  of 
Whitewell  Bottom,  acting  as  agent  for  the  Foresters’  Club, 
held  at  the  Holt’s  Arms,  Lumb,  for  property  situate  at 
Morning;  Sun  Terrace.  In  this  case,  Mr.  J.  L.  Whitaker, 
solicitor,  of  Haslingden,  appeared  for  the  defendant,  and 
took  exception  to  the  form  of  notice  and  summons.  On 
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this  objection  the  Justices  dismissed  the-  summons.  On 
the  following  day  the  Clerk  to  the  Justices  telephoned 
your  Town  Clerk,  and  stated  that  the  Justices  were  wrong 
in  dismissing  the  case,  and  they  had  afterwards  decided  to 
adjourn  it  for  one  month.  Afterwards  Mr.  Whalley  met 
Mr.  Whitaker  on  the  subject,  and  a  compromise  was  entered 
into  for  the  Corporation  to  doi  the  work  required,  and  the 
owners  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  costs.  This  arrangement 
was  afterwards  carried  out. 

infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  cases 

of  Infectious 

Diseases 

have  been 

reported  during  the  year 

•  __ 

• 

1904. 

1903. 

1902. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  140  . 

.  66  . 

..  60 

Enteric  F ever  . 

14  . 

.  17  . 

..  38 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

.  2  . 

.  4  . 

..  4 

Diphtheria  . 

.  9  . 

.  18  . 

..  14 

Membranous  Croup 

.  5  . 

2  . 

..  2 

Erysipelas  . 

.  31  . 

.  26  . 

..  25 

Variola  (Smallpox) 

0  . 

,  39  . 

..  2 

Totals  . 

.  201  . 

172  . 

..  145 

The  number  of  Schools  disinfected  during  the  year  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious  Diseases  amongst  the 

children  attending  the  Schools  was  .  13 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Diseases  .  125 

Lots  of  Bedding  removed  to  Hospital 

and  Disinfected  .  128 
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Including  the  following  Articles  : — - 


Beds  . 

...  139 

Mattresses  . 

...  116 

Blankets . . . 

...  113 

Quilts  . . 

...  127 

Sheets  .  . 

...  56 

Bolsters . 

...  130 

Pillows . 

...  147 

Cushions]  . (  . 

3 

Curtains . 

2 

Door  Mats  . 

2 

Hearth  Rugs . 

1 

Ladies’  Jackets  . 

1 

Ladies’  Skirts,  & c.-.. 

8 

Men’s  and  Boys’  Coats . 

...  4 

Men’s  and  Boys’  Jackets  . 

6 

Men’s  and  Boys’  Trousers  . 

5 

Men’s  and  Boys’  Vests . 

5 

.Rugs  •  •  •  •  •  •  1  •*•(  * • *  »•*  *  *  • 

...  4 

Carpets. . .  . 

6 

Other  Articles . 

...  '  72 

T ot al  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  942 

Disinfecting  of  bedding  from  infectious  cases  has  taken 
place  at  the  Hospital  on  51  days  during  the  year,  namely, 
on  20  full  days  and  on  31  parts  of  days,  or  a  total  of  37 J 
days  during  the  year.  j 

Head  Teachers. 

Circular  letters  to  the  number  of  91  have  been  sent  to 
the  following  school-masters  and  school-mistresses,  notifying 
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children  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  during  the  year 
1904:  — 


Miss  M.  A.  Ecroyd,  National  School,  Loveclough 

Mr.  I.  Earn  worth,  Baptist  School,  Clowbridge . 

,,  W.  H.  Scarr,  Council  School,  Goodshaw . 

Dr.  Barrow,  National  School,  Crawshawbooth . 

Mr.  G.  L.  Littlewood,  Wesleyan  School,  Crawshawbooth 
„  M.  Chadwick,  National  School,  Constablelee 
Miss  M.  Doyle,  St.  James’  R.  C.  School,  Rawtenstall... 

Mr.  W.  b  Dunkin,  Council  School,  Rawtenstall . 

,,  H.  Hunt,  National  School,  Rawtenstall . 

,,  C.  K.  Parker,  Council  School,  Townsendfold  ... 

,,  H.  Kneeshaw,  National  School,  Cloughfold . 

,,  W.  T.  Hoyle,  Council  School,  Cloughfold . 

Mrs,  Ashworth,  National  School,  Waterfoot . 

Miss  Hargreaves,  Council  School,  Cowpe . 

Mr.  W.  E.  Metcalfe,  Council  School,  Waterfoot . 

,,  W.  Bracegirdle,  National  School,  Newchurch 
Miss  E,  Murning,  St.  Peter’s  R.  C.  School,  Newchurch 

Mr.  J.  W.  Woodcock,  National  School,  Edgeside . 

„  G.  H.  Bellhouse,  Council  School,  Whitewell  Bottom 

„  W.  Smith,  National  School,  Lumb . 

„  T.  Watson,  Council  School,  Water  . 

Miss  Sloan,  Haslingden  Road,  Rawtenstall . 

Miss  Taylor,  Queen’s  Terrace,  Rawtenstall . 

Mr.  T.  E.  Jackson,  Grammar  School,  Newchurch . 

'1' otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


0 

1 

16 

5 
2 
4 

6 
14 
11 

a 

1 

4 
2 

5 
1 
2 
0 
1 
0 
1 

10 

1 

1 

0 

91 


On  account  of  the  serious  outbreak  of  measles  at  the 
end  of  1903  and  extending  up  to  April,  1904,  there  were 
seventeen  closings  of  schools  by  order  of  the  Council. 

(See  Medical  Officer’s  Report ,  pp.  ij  6°  14.) 
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Also  on  account  of  scarlet  fever  the  Infants’  Department 
of  the  Goodshaw  Council  School  was  closed  for  three  weeks 
from  the  21st  November  to  the  12th  December. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  we  have  kept  free  from 
Smallpox  during  the  year,  although  we  have  had  cases  on  all 
four  sides  of  the  borough,  namely,  at  Ramsbottcm,  Has- 
lingden,  Bacup,  and  at  Dunnoekshaw  within  thei  Burnley 
Rural  District  Council’s  area,  and  on  two  occasions  we  have 
had  persons  staying  one  or  two  nights  within  the  borough 
who  have  wkhin  a  few  days  developed  Smallpox,  but  no 
cases  have  arisen  therefrom  within  your  district. 

There  are  five  registered  Common  Lodging-houses 
within  the  borough;  these  have  been  frequently  visited  and 
found  t O'  be  kept  in'  a  fairly  clean  condition,  and  the  closets 
at  George  Cunliffe’s  lodging-house,  Rawtemstail  Fold,  have 
been  re-built  and  converted  from  pails,  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 

During  the  fairs  at  Rawtenstall  and  Newchurch  the 
lodging-house  keepers  sent  in  daily  returns  of  the  persons 
visiting  their  houses  during  the  preceding  day  and  night 
from  the  17th  day  of  June  to.  the  1 7 th  day  of  July. 

There  were  during  the  year  1904,  38  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  within  the  borough,  situate  not  only  in  the  central 
portions  of  the  district,  but  at  such  places  as  Horncliffe 
Quarries,  Sally  Farm,  Townsendfold,  Lee  Farm,  Rawten¬ 
stall,  Grange  Farm,  Constablelee,  Goodshaw  Chapel,  Good¬ 
shaw  Fold,  Swinsha,wbarn  Farm,  Bank  Top  Farm,  and  Salis¬ 
bury  Farm,  Lumb,  Meadows  Farm,  and  Turnhill  Farm,  Dean. 

The  distance  the  various  slaughter-houses  are  apart 
causes  a  great  loss  of  time  in  visiting,  as  they  cannot  all  be 
visited  in  one  clay,  and  it  would  greatly  facilitate  matters  if 
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there  were  two  or  three  public  slaughter-houses  or  abattoirs 
within  the  borough  instead  of  so  many  places  scattered  about 
all  over  the  borough,  and  the  meat,  trade  of  the  district 
would  be  under  better  supervision  if  cattle,  etc.,  were  brought 
to  public  slaughter-houses. 

The  tripe  dressing  premises  within  the  borough  are 
4,  gut  scraping  and  cleaning  premises  1 ;  these  have  been 
visited  at  intervals  and  found  to,  be  kept  in  a  fairly  clean 
condition. 


The  vans  used  as  dwellings  attending  the  fairs  within 
the  borough  during  the  year  were  as  follows  :  — 

Vans.  Adults.  Children.  Total. 
Crawshaw booth  Fair  ...  2  ...  5  ...  0  ...  5 

Rawtenstall  Fair  .  30  ...  67  ...  14  ...  81 

Newchurch  Fair  .  29  ...  65  ..j  14  ...  79 


Totals  .  61  ...  137  ...  28  ...  165 


The  vans  are  mostly  kept  in  a  very  clean  state,  and  in 
no  case  did  we  find  any  over-crowding,  and  only  in  one  van 
did  we  find  any  case  of  sickness,  and  that  was  a  case  of 
Bronchitis.  > 


The  scavenging  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: — > 


Excreta  pails  emptied  . 

Excreta  tanks  emptied  ... 
Ashbins  and  ashtubs  emptied 

Ashpits  emptied  . 

Loads  of  excreta  removed 


170996 

160 

173861 

6197 

3391 


Cost,  £687  6s.  Id. ;  average  per  load,  4s.  OJd. 
Loads  of  ashes  removed  .  8022 


Cost,  £1,009  1 7 s .  9d. ;  average  per  load,  2s.  6Jd. 
Loads  of  Destructor  residuum  removed  585 
Cost,  £T9  2s.  4d. ;  average  per  load,  Is.  8d. 

Total  loads  removed  .  11998 

Cost,  j£l,746  6s.  2d. ;  average  per  load,  2s.  lOfd. 
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Destructor. 

Amount  of  refuse  carted  in . 

Amount  of  tins,  pots,  etc.,  carted  away 

Actual  amount  of  refuse  burnt  . 

Amount  of  clinker,  fine  ash  and  flue  dust 

carted  away  . 

Percentage  of  clinker  .  . 


T.  C.  Q. 

3434  14  3 

60  13  3 

3374  1  0 

1376  10  2 

4078 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  shops. 


There  are  no  registered  milkshops  within  the  Borough, 
as  all  the  farmers  retail  their  own  milk  from  their  carts. 


There  are  about  250  farmers  and  cowkeepers  within 
the  Borough,  and  about  170  of  these  have  been  registered 
as  cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk.  Very  few  of  these 
cowsheds  (only  two  or  three),  out  of  the  whole,  comply  with 
the  regulations  of  your  authority  to  allow  800  cubic  feet  of 
air  space  for  each  cow,  except  where  the  cowsheds  have 
openings  to  the  barns,  and  they  have  been  measured  in 
with  the  cowsheds.  Many  of  the  cowsheds  doi  not  reach 
more  than  300  tO'  400  cubic  feet  per  cow,  the  floors  above 
the  cattle  being  only  some  5ft.  6 in.  to  6ft.  high,  and  the 
light  and  ventilation  being  defective. 

I  believe  that  when  your  By-laws  were  passed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  they  refused  to  sanction  less  than 
800  cubic  feet  per  cow,  but.  some  time  after,  if  I  am.  not 
mistaken,  they  sanctioned  600  cubic  feet  for  some  other 
authority,  and  I  also*  see1  that  Messrs.  Knight  and  Cods  re¬ 
gisters.  give  the  amount  of  cubic  space  required  as  600  cubic 
feet  per  cow. 


Whether  you  could  now  get  600  cubic  feet  per  cow 
allowed  by  the,  Local  Government  Board  I  am  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  say,  but  unless  a  lower  standard  is  adopted  (if  your 
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regulations  are  to  be  carried  out),  it  will  mean  most  of  the 
cowsheds  being  very  much  enlarged.  In,  fact,  the  majority 
of  them  require  remodelling  on  a  more  modern  principle. 
Then  again,  the  milking  stock  are  not  kept  as  clean  as  they 
might  be,  but  are  often  plastered  about  their  udders,  and 
hind  quarters  with  cow  dung,  and  under  those  circumstances 
the  milk  cannot  be  clean,  and  very  often  a  dark  sediment 
will  be  found  at  the  bottom,  of  the  jug  or  other  vessel  in 
which  the  milk  has  been  kept. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  farmers  have  a  great  difficulty  to 
contend  with  in  a  district  like  this,  where  they  have  noi 
straw  for  the  cattle  toi  lie  on.  But  their  cattle  ought  always 
to  be  cleaned  before  milking  is  carried  out,  especially  when 
they  have  been  laid  down  in  their  own  dung. 

Contagious  Diseases  fAnimals'l  Acts. 

SUSPECTED  SWINE  FEVER. 

On  the  18th  July,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  George 
Yates,  of  Height  Side  Farm,  Hollin  Lane,  Rawtensitall,  had 
two  pigs  ill,  and  that  twoi  others  had  died  the:  previous 
week.  I  visited  the  farm  the  same  day,  and  telegraphed 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  that  I  suspected  Swine  Fever  at 
Yates’s  Farm.  The  same  day,  William,  Cotton,  farmer, 
Hollin  Lane,  said  that  he  had  one  pig  unwell  and  he1  had 
separated  it  from  the  others.  I  visited  both,  farms:  on  the 
19th,  and  found  one  pig  dead  at  each,  farm,  and  I  tele¬ 
graphed  the  Board  that  I  suspected  Swine  Fever  at 
William,  Cotton’s  Farm,  Hollin  Lane.  On  the  20th,  at 
11  a.m.,  as  no*  person  had  been  from  the  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  no  communication  received,  I  telegraphed  again 
to  the  Board,  and  in  the  afternoon  on  visiting  the  premises 
again.  I  found  that  one  of  the  Board’s  Inspectors  had  been 
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and  opened  the  pigs,  and  they  were  buried.  On  the  3rd 
August,  we  heard  from  the  Board  that  the  suspected  Swine 
Fever  at  Cotton’s  was  not  confirmed,  and  subsequently  we 
were  also  informed  that  the  case  at  George  Yates’s  was  not 
confirmed. 

On  the  14th  October,  suspected  Swine  Fever  was  re¬ 
ported  at  Wm.  Hy.  Aspden’s  New  Barn  Farm,  Rawtenstall. 
I  visited  the  premises  and  found  two  young  pigs  dead  and 
two  more  ill.  I  telegraphed  the  Board  of  Agriculture  the 
same  dav.  On  the  following  morning  one  of  the  Board’s 
Veterinary  Inspectors  came,  and  made  a  post-mortem,  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  carcase  of  one  of  the  dead  pigs,  and  said 
it  was  not  Swine  F  ever.  So<  we  have  had  no  case  confirmed 
during  the  year. 

Anthrax. 

On  the  27th  December,  the  police  reported  a  suspected 
case  of  Anthrax  at  Thomas  Harrison’s!  Hart  Hill  Farm,, 
Craw shaw booth.  He  had  a  cow  died  suddenly.  Mr. 
Carter,  Veterinary  Surgeon,  of  Burnley,  had  been  sent  for 
to  see  it,  but  it  was;  dead  before  his  arrival.  I  visited  the 
premises  and  called  in  Mr.  W.  D.  Simpson  to  examine  the 
carcase,  and  he  gave  a  certificate  that1  the  cow  had  died  of 
anthrax.  The  cow  was  buried  on  the  farm  in  quick  lime, 
and  the  case  duly  reported  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
The  stall  where  the  cow  had  been  was  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed  with,  hot  lime.,  and  no  further  case  has  occurred 
on  the  premises. 

This,  is  the  only  case  we  have  had  reported  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 
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Sheep  Scab,  and  Rabies. 

No  case  has  been  reported  for  the  year  1904,  and  no 
case  has  now  been  reported  of  rabies  in  dogs  for  over  two 
years. 


Explosives’  Acts. 


Under  the  Explosives  Act,  four  powder  stores  and  29 
dealers  in  fireworks  have  been  visited  within  the  Borough, 
and  I  find  in  the  whole  of  the  premises  visited  where  fire¬ 
works  are  offered  for  sale,  only  eight  persons  were  keeping 
their  fireworks  in  covered  cases  as  required  by  the  Ex¬ 
plosives  Act.  The  numbers  were  as  follows,  viz.: — 1 


Kept  in  covered  cases .  8 

Kept  part  in  covered  cases  and  part  in  open 

boxes  ...  . y  ...  ...  4 

Kept  part  in  covered  cases  and  part  loose 

on  shelves  .  2 

Kept  in  open  boxes  .  10 

Kept  part  in  open  boxes  and  part  loose  on 

shelves  . 1 

Kept  loose  on  shelves  and  counter  . .  4 


T  otal 

Gunpowder  Stores 


29 

4 


Total 
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I  think  it  would  be  well  in  issuing  licenses  for  another 
year,  if  a  printed  extract  of  the  Act  could  be  given  to>  each 
person  applying  to  be  registered  for  the  sale  of  fireworks, 
stating’  that  all  fireworks  kept  for  sale  must  be  kept  in 
covered  cases,  and  also  that  no  fireworks  are  allowed  to  be 
sold  to  children  under  thirteen  years  of  age. 
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Ambulance  Cases. 

The  horse  ambulance  has;  been  called  out  14  times 

during;  the  year  1904,  as  against  18  times-  in  1903;  parti¬ 
culars  of  cases  dealt  with  are  given  as  follows,  viz. :  — 

Tuesday,  5th  January.  Removed  William  Taylor  from 
Clegg’s  Buildings,  Townsendfold,  to  Ramsbottom  Cot¬ 
tage  Hospital.  (Blood  Poisoning). 

Wednesday,  10th-  February.  Removed  John-  Hitchen  from 
C’awl  Terrace,  Cloughfold,  to  Manchester  Infirmary. 

(Internal  Complaint). 

Monday  night,  15th  February.  Removed  James  Wilkinson 
fromi  Cloughfold  Station  to>  Old  Street,  Newchurch. 

(Fractured  legs). 

•  »'  •  *•  O'  o 

Friday,  6th  May.  Removed  Flora,  Baoiliss  (servant)  from 
John  Woodcock’s,  Oakley,  Rawtenstall,  to  Ramsbottom 
Cottage  Hospital.  (Epilepsy). 

Wednesday,  1 1th  May.  Removed  Mrs.  Lever  from  Bank 
Top,  Rawtenstall,.  to  Mrs.  Haworth’s,  45,  Prospect 
Terrace,  Accrington.  (Old  Age). 

Saturday  night,  4th  June.  Removed  Miss  Frances  Rams¬ 
bottom  from  Whalley  to  6,  Springside,  Rawtenstall. 

(Cycle  accident). 

Wednesday,  29th,  June.  Removed!  Betsy  T'a-yloir',  wife  of 
Thomas  Taylor,  from  Bolton  Infirmary  to  Booth 
Street,  Baltic,  Waterfoot.  (Incurable). 

Monday,  18th  July.  Removed  Richard  Eatough-  from  9, 
Wagner  Street,  Hareholme,  to/  Manchester  Infirmary. 

(Abscesses  on  Head). 
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Thursday.  28th  July.  Removed  Mrs  Mary  Alice  Taylor 
from  45,  Try7 on  Street,  Reedsholme,  to  Manchester 
Southern  Hospital. 

Sunday  night,  31st  July.  Removed  Mrs.  Kenniday,  wife 
of  Thomas  Kenniday,  from  Alexandria,  Street,  Raw- 
tenstall,  to  13,  Springfield  View,  Clowbridge. 

Monday.  29th  August.  Removed  George  Hy.  Whittaker 
from  388,  Bacup  Road,  Hareholme!,  to  Manchester 
Infirmary.  (Diseased  Foot). 

Friday,  2nd  September.  Removed  George  Hy.  Whittaker 
from  Manchester  Infirmary  to»  388,  Bacup  Road, 
Hareholme. 


Tuesday,  13th  September.  Removed  Anneta  Taylor  from 
9,  Elm  Street,  Rawtensta.il,  to  Bury  Infirmary. 

(Appendicitis). 

Tuesday,  20th  September.  Removed  James.  West  from 
Newchurch  Road  (New  Villa)  to  Haslingden  Union 
Workhouse.  (Sprained  ankle). 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  1901. 

Under  the  Workshops  Act  of  1901,  the  workshops 
within  the  Borough  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and 
on  the  whole  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  con¬ 
dition.  In  a  few  instances  the  walls  and  ceilings  required 
lime-washing,  and  in  those  cases  the  occupiers  were  willing 
to  comply  with,  the  Act  when  the  matter  was  pointed  out  to* 
them. 
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The  following  a  re  a,  list  of  workshops,  within  the 
Borough,  coming  under  the  Act :  — - 


Dressmakers  ....  . , 

Milliners . 

Dress  and  Milliners 
Underclothing  Makers 

Stocking  Knitting . 

Star/  and  Corset  Makers 

T  ail  or  s  . 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ... 
Boot.  Shoe  and  Clog  Makers 

Clog  Makers  . 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Oat  Cake  Bakers  . 

Manufacturing  Chemists 

Brush.  Makers . 

Saddle,  and  Harness  Makers 

Tinsmiths  . t 

Cabinet.  Makers  . 

Preserve  Makers  . 


26 

16 

4 

1 

1 

1 

14 

15 

11 

23 

24 
2 
1 
1 
4 
4 


Total 


...  154 


There  are  a  few  places  where  no  workshops  are  on  the 
premises,  but  where  the  work  is.  sent  out  to  be  done,  viz.  :  • — 

T  ar  1  or  s.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
Boot  and  Shoe  Makers .  5 

T  otal  . .  .  9 

Markets  and  Fairs. 

The  Market  rents  and  tolls,  received  for  the  year  1904 
were  as  follows  : — ' 

£  s  d- 

Rawtenstall  Market,  188  small  items  .  21  4  3 

Mrs.  Holden  for  June  Fair  .  25  0  0 


Total  ... 


4  3 
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s. 

d. 

Waterfoot  Market 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

...  131 

17 

4 

Waterfoot  Stable  Rent 

•  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

10 

0 

T otal  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

-j£138 

7 

4 

Collected  in'  Street 

at  F airs :  — < 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Crawshawbooth  F  air 

•  ••  •••  •  *  •  ••• 

1 

1 

9 

Rawtenstall  F air 

•  ••l  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

7 

8 

Newchurch  F  air 

•  •  «i  . 

2 

9 

3 

Total  . . . 

•  ••  •••  •••  •  «  • 

18 

8 

Summary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Rawtenstiall  Market  ... 

•  ••  .  ,  ,  ••• 

46 

4 

3 

Waterfoot  Market 

. 

...  138 

7 

4 

Collected  from  Stalls  in 

Streets . 

4 

18 

8 

T otal  . . . 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

-j£189 

10 

3 

Your  Inspector  desires  to)  tender  his  thanks  to  Mi*. 
Councillor  Co-mpstom  (Chairman)  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  also1  to  Dr.  Helm,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Mr.  Johnson,  Surveyor,  for  the  valuable 
assistance  given  to<  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  RA  WRING, 

Inspector. 


